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Sonsorol State 2017 Summer Programs
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Five adults and two young
boys signed up for a 6 weeks
summer program on Sonsorol
Island. The initial plan was to re-
cruit 30 people to spread them

out on the three main islands,

Sonsorol, Pulo Anna and Meriil,
but the Belau Games, and oth-
er activities in Koror held back
many who had planned to par-
ticipate. Although only seven
people participated in the sum-
mer program, they were able to
accomplish quite a lot. Several
projects were carried out as fol-
lows:

1) Mosquito and ants sur-
veys were conducted by Gov-
ermor Miles assisted by Ms.
Lea Josol. Samples were sent
to Mr. Aidil Rahman, entomolo-
gist at the Department of Envi-
ronmental Health. Mr. Rahman,
locally known as Mur, was able
to identify and confirm the pres-
ence of Aedes (Stegomyia) hel-
sili on the island of Sonsorol.
Aedes helsilli is a potential vec-
tor for dengue and zika virus.

The ant survey confirmed
the presence of Singapore
ants, a destructive type of aqt.
on Pulo Anna Island. This antis
known to be present on Hato-
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hobei and Helen's Reef islands
and several other states in Pa-
lau. The State Office provided
Amdro, ant poison, effective
control for this type of ants to
the people of the islands.

2) Dr. Joel Miles conducted
invasive species survey on all
the islands. His survey showed
significant Coconut Rhinoceros
Beetle (CRB) damage on Son-
sorol Island and devastating
damage on Fanna Island where
CRB have killed all the coconut
trees. CRB damage was also
evident -on Meriil island but
not too badly. Meanwhile Pulo
Anna was found clean of CRB.
Specimens of the coconut rhi-
noceros beetles were collected
and submitted to Palau Com-
munity College (PCC) for DNA
identification. Rat damage was
also a big problem. It was evi-
dent with coconut fruit damage
on Sonsorol and Meriil islands.
A couple of invasive plants
were noted but did not pose too
much trouble.

Three other projects were
initiated by the Summer Pro-
gram Team: 1) CRB Maruw
Control Program - The team

cleared forest growth away

from residences and instituted
the use of net traps. At this writ-
ing effort has begun through
the Bureau of Agriculture to ac-
quire Oryctes nudivirus to help
control the CRB spread and re-
duce the damage it causes. 2)
Fruit Fly Control Project - The
Bureau of Agriculture officers
traveled to Sonsorol Island and
set up fruit fly bait stations, and
at the same time trained island
residents on how to care for the
baits and the traps. Bait sup-
plies were provided to locals so
that they can be replaced every
3 to 6 months. 3) School build-
ing clean up and repainting - On
rainy days the team met at the
Sonsorol Elementary School
and cleaned inside and outside
the building; cleaned the school
compound; scrubbed the rusty
student desks; washed louvers
and repainted half of the build-
ing. At the end of the summer
the team had repainted and
hung up the school sign. In
addition to these major proj-
ects, the team also performed
village sanitation and beauti-
fication activities. Examples:
plastic trash, bottles, etc. were
collected and disposed of prop-
erly; coconut shells were col-
lected and burned to prevent
mosquito breeding; and trees
were trimmed and flowers were
planted.

We thank the Bureau of Ag-
riculture, Director Fred Senge-
bau, Mr. Malas Termeteet and
Mr. Sadang Osarch; Dr. Joel
E. Miles; and the summer pro-
gram team: Huana Sapemang,
Dora Selbart, Alexandra Patris,
B]aine Patris and Harry Jonas.
Finally, Haparu ma hatawahi
dewa to the residents of Son-
sorol Island for their generosity
and hospitality which made the
summer program a great suc-
cess.
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